orip ;

Classes 1-8 ‘

A new series in Social Science for
schools following the NCERT syllabus




Students’ Books
Teachers’ Resource Packs Classes 1-8

Classes 1-8

Smart Books for teachers Classes 1-8
Students’ App Classes 3-8
Web Support ey Classes 1-8

R —







Core

Wow!

[ Mfeatures

Perfect syllabus match
Values and Citizenship Skills
Blended learning with rich digital resources

Student-friendly layout with Integrated elements




Perfect
syllabus

THE WORLD
AROUND ME

In the world around ux we And things
|l e mode I natare, [oe U, ey,
and mouniolns. We also Nind things ke
buthdings, 100ds and can that amv mode
by human besnge

Look at the plcture given below, Mark on
it oy Two thitngs that @e mode i notas,
and two things mode by haman beings.

WOW 1, Ch
11, Page 59

We live on e Barth. The Tarth is o ball of rock,
maving around the Sun. The Earth gets light and
heat from the Sun—two things that are needed foe
1ife. Thus without the Sun, theye woukd be no life

on Earth,

WOW 1, Ch
11, Page 62

Domestic anlinals

Keeping in mind the government’s
directive of a lighter syllabus, Books
1 & 2 follow the EVS syllabus.

ANIMALS

Animals too share this world with us. Animals like
tigess and lions that live in the forest are called wild
animals. Animals that live with us in our homes
lor farms are called domestic animals. Cows, sheep,
hens and goats are domestic animals. We get milk,
meat, eggs and wool from them

Wik animad

TAKING CARE OF OUR WORLD

We should take care of the Earth, 1t is our

home.

*  We must keep our surroundings clean.
We must throw garbage only In bins.

*  We must save water. Water Is preclous.
Tumm off the tap after you use L

*  We must not cut down trees, Trees help
clean the air we breathe. They also
bring rain and keep the alr cool

WOW 2, Ch
10, Page 52

PLANTS AND
ANIMALS

-"} Lot's label tha pasts of & plant
Gilven below s o ploture of o plant. Colous
it After you read the dhapter, come back

10 DS picture cind paatoe it diTerent parts




Books 6-8 include all the

topics added by the NCERT
in their latest revision.

THE MARATHAS grow up to be a sl
his Maratha ident
free his land from
outsiders, When |

The Murathas, who rose to prominence in the 17th
century under the leadership of Shivaji Bhonsle,
reprasented the greatest challenge to the Mughal

about his dream ¢
Empire

(Hindu sell-rule)
Shivaji was born in 1627 ¢t 1o Jijabal and Shahajl, o

court official of the Bi

Yarme soimrmnelim |

-,
WALIUN, FIRIVERJT WS IRTEIANTR B IR AR

CASE STUDY
THE PAIKA UPRISING The Paikas attacked British

The Paika Uprising or the Paika Bidroha of 1817 was 9"‘;_‘"”'; of pmra"“’”t down
one of the earliest anti-British agitations in India. Ei?ﬁlce 'Ijil'hn:r:bm; Tnmitnt
The Paikas formed the army of the powerful Gajapati ces- =ls gotsuppo

rulers of Khordha, Odisha. They rendered military fr_{:m.ﬂ'le e

i . . i i districts and landlords. The
service to the king during war, and practised farming s wh i
and maintained law and order during peacetime. pezﬁ h' o wé::l re: ng 4
When the British conguered Odisha in 1803, the ;;' S0 ESCE“' B ‘:‘ f'rgh '_“';IES 5:“'“::::::?:'
Gajapati rulers tried to defend their kingdom by _wnue -EI_'I'IEH =a from the o2
putting up a strong resistance. However, thE Bntlsh B L nhUbal:l ’

The rebels captured Puri and Odisha

brutally crushed any form of op i .
against the British rule continue \WOW 8 Hlstory, Ch 8, Pg 86 !l the son of the last Gajapati
in 1817, the Paikas rose in rebenion against tne iz s e s
British under the leadership of Bakshi Jomabandin, to defeat the rebels and crush the movement once
oo s el R A A e T e o and for all. However, a few rebels continued to fight
Khoedha, Soon, the rebellion spread, with iribal an underground war till 1819. Bakshi Jagabandhu was

people from various districts taking active part in it. arrested in 1825.

when most of Indla w WOW 7 Hlstory, Ch 10 Pg 87 an of Bijapur and Aurangzeb using

I He also led a series of successtul

The Rajputs

During the reign of Akbar, the Rajputs rulers were granted watan
jaglrs, which served as confirmations of thelr claim over thelr
ancestral land. Watan jagirs, unlike the other jagirs, were also
actively involved in the administrative decision making.

However, the relationship between the Mughals and the Rajputs
deteriorated during the reign of Aurangzeb. Many battles were
fought as the Rajputs tried to protect thelr watan (homeland)
and their culture from being encroached upon by the Mughals,
Following Aurangzeb’s death, many of the Rajput rulers started
furthering their claims of independence.

One of the most notable Rajput rulers of this era was Sawal jal
Singh, the ruler of Amber. In addition to founding the city of Jaipur
in 1727 &, ]ai Singh also built five astronomical observatories
(known as Jantar Mantars) in Delhi, Jaipur, Benares (Varanasi),
Ujjain and Mathura,

As powerful and intluential as these Rajput rulers were, they also
fonaht anch athar fraauantly and caidad nmnhluun"lg territones,

WOw 7 History, Ch 10, Pg 86 overcoming the
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 “Know more 4

The sages of ancient India developed six schools of philosophy, each formulated by a different sage

Nyaya: Developed by sage Gautama (or Gotama), this school was founded on the theory of ‘pramana’ or
knowledge based on evidence or reality.

Vaisesika: Founded by sage Kannada (or Konada), this school emphasises ‘dharma’, as the central guiding
force of human life.

Samkhya: Sage Kapila is recognised as the founder of this school. This school identifies ‘Purusha’ and “Prakrit’
as the two interdependent forces that control the goings-on in the universe, Some scholars consider samkhya
as the foundation of Indian philosophy.

Yoga: Developed by sage Patanjali, yoga teaches the methods by which one can control the mind through
meditation

Mimamsa: Founded by Jamini, this school recognises the Vedas as the final authonty on all questions.

Vedanta: Veda Vyasa, who collated the teachings of earlier sages in the Brahma Sutras, is considered its

Sometime between the 6th and 8th centuries CE, Shankaracharya ( WOW 6 H|Storyl Ch 71 Pg 52

founder.

L




, = " = Values and Citizenship Skills is a unit in
" ' Values and | g each book that deals with topics like:
, . . | Road Safety
\ Citizenship | Save the Girl Child, Educate the Girl
, . | : Child
| | Skills 1\ Clean India
0 wour® T : S | ; Personal Safety (POCSO)
e T Param Vir Chakra Awardees
_ST————— Being. a Good Citizen )
RULES FOR Educating the Girl Child Keeping Our Surroundings Clean

ROAD SAFETY ~

SPITTING
PROHIBITED

Learring outcotrmm nades on the 1ood 1 we & ]

ROSRING Tt

....
-

[ @
SIMY 75 STANDING IV FRONT OF HER SCHOOL WITH HER PARENTS AND HER ELDER SISTER. SHE IS VERY EXCITED. SHE
POWTS TO A PUNTING ON THE WALL




Personal Safety

Your Bobpy BELONGS
10 You

sh:u:#‘soglodd\ed&
tought you somethi
about it last mrtoong
didn't §

Yes. Last year,
we learned about
good touch and
bod touch,

Ma, Nehal Ma'am
spoke to us today

”gcrtoml

msafemhtmm
us feel afraid or angry.

A good *ouch is a safe touch
which con make us fes! happy.

Toduy Nehal Ma'am taught us about some parts of
our bedy that no one should touch. 5

These parts of our
body should never be touched
» by others, Any touch in these

parts is wrong and IS a
bad::ogd\

Personal Safety

KKEEP TELLING SOMEONE
TILL YOU ARE HEARD

Isha, aren't you ready yet? | Stap baing lazy, Isha.
ltlnlnnto{:‘wforyou'/ Couk?ow&rwlf’ctm

| togo for tuftion
today, Ma.

" Dontbesly ™ &
‘.' How can you be afrald P ~~ Daddy,idont
of that nke man? Hurry up / { vnnkto?ohrwon 5\

\\__ mdgonw /




REAL LIFE HEROES 1 i
PARAM VIR CHAKRA AWARDEE DHAN SINGH THAPA ssﬁxslggJ:Ecusr!!:’l;hgﬂitem:ﬁy ydglylgg achn‘:.!nRY

It was 19 October, 1962. On the bsnks of Pangong Lake in nonhwasl
Jammu and Kashmir.......... ;

28 soldiers of the Gorkha regiment of
the Indian anmy were guarding

Sirgap 1 — a post set up to prevent the
Chinese army from entering India.

Major Dhan Singh Thapa, the
commander of this battalion, was
closely walching the Chinese camp on
the other side of the border. There
seemed to be an unusual amount of
activity in the Chinese camp,

/ \\

... had told you last night that wa want ey
[ Rs2,500,00 as dahej{dowry). If you are not \}V B
\ been ableto give us the money, we will

have to call the marriage off.”

K think they are

getting ready to
attack our post,

o
Get regdy.

boys! Dig the
bunkers and }
put up the

But the Chinase were
shrewd strategists,
They did not attack
that night. Instead,

they started shelling b
the Indian post early WOow 7 ’ Pg 240 o
the next moming, S ave
when the Indian
soldiers were tired
after their night vigil. 4
Major Saab, the
mortar bombs have

disrupted our radio
network! We cannot
contact headquarters!




Blended learning

with digital resources

o e

Orient BlackSwan
D e Tk

Students’ App 3-8
Web Support for Teachers
Smart Books for Teachers

FEATURES OF THE SMART BOOK

m Animations
Picture
‘ .
w Interactive Galleries
Tasks m
P Concept
l\F ‘ Maps
S Presentations
Games
Question-paper
Generator P
TR
M Teachers’
Resources
Worksheets

The books are supported
by a rich variety of digital
resources that enable
teachers to give students
a blended learning
experience.




| | The Northermn Mountains

The mountain ranges that form a wall across north India are
- ; together known as the Northern Mountains, Most of them originate
The Pamir Knot is the :

in the Pamir Knot in Central Asia and run parallel o each other

meeting point for many

P TS thet The northernmost of these parallel ranges consist of the Zanskar
incluging the Tian Shan, Range, the Ladakh Range and the Karakoram Range. K2 or Mount
Godwin Austen in the Karakoram Range is the second highest paak

orld. It now lies in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK).

Text supplemented with clearly- ——
labelled diagrams and maps e

Karakoram, ¥uniun, and

Zarsker  Ladekh  Kesborem

fange  fange  Rengn
SEINNENEN NN NN NI NANA AL __
e e
e = from the Indus River in the west to
H NnmeM{npnnuel = x&mm-ntm
H N = wiclth varies between 400 km in
S e s | the west and 130 kmin the exst, Te
N = -Himsloyss. = Himalzyas conzst of three paratel
" A — ———- rangss and en exstem extension,
sper mantle o 3 -1 I
s matie
I I l I
oy Himadrl or Greater Himatayzs ~ Himachal or Lesser Shiwallk or Outer Himalayas  The Purvanchal Hills
w This iz the nocthermmost Himalayas The Shiwaik is the These are the eaztern
RN IR Y range of the Himalayes. Some O the south of the southermimost of the extension of the
A of the highest pesiks of the Himadri fes the Himstayan ranges. t 3 Himaayas. The
workd ocour in this range. Himachs! or the Lasser aiz0 the youngest part of Ankan Yoms, Bago,
.t: Rt The ErIAE s Hhe GLMEr ezt Wyes oF e Barty And farmms s sufuce. G ’_muuazpuumuem Himaisyas. The Pir the Himaiayas and is =2l and Lushs: Hils ¥e
s mmmﬂ&“mm"mmmxankdﬁ“ﬂI-&"“P'm_m\\ ndia mcude Kenchenungs Panjsé and Ohauiachar prowing, Thus, it is made up ©n the bouncary
- i i S U4 (8,355 m) cn the border of are important ranges of 5 40t of Jo0ze rocks, and is between incis anc
. continental crust snd the oceanic crust.
S What are the three main = The continantsd crust farms the cortinents and siretches 1o 8 depth of 33 t0 70 km \\ / R whac Mepat, st Mvte of e Himrus Scxne jprone to landsfides. Lovely I SR
g dem, €% ity ocied o s Sics and shuminium, This layer s theretore | § Oeul?,uﬁm) Mnrryyoous Deautift hill stations fik= open valieys known 25 duns Khasi and Jaintis Hifs
B SSEGEL SR s Ccaad got: Kashmir, Xudly, Kangrs,
o o o The oceanic crust makes uf E Shirmis, Mussoorie,

e CONCepts presented in an sl
i attractive format

2,900 km thick and makes
is compesed of the mineral . S
compasition, the mantle has two pms—tne uper mantie and the louu mantie,
IMost of the mantie is made of semi-solid molten rock. This materiad is known as
magma. The tamperature here varies between €30 and 1200°C.

Core: The innermyast jer of the Eart iz cafied the core. |t haz 8 racius of about ¥anchenjunga is the highest Shimla Is a poputsr Tha Teral forests arehomato  The Mnast Hills In Meghalaya
3,300 km. 1t is maindy made up of two minerais, aickel and iron {ferrum in Latin), mountain pesk in India. tourist spot. many animals such =5 the Hog |5 ona of thaw ettest regions
8nc is therefore aiso known a3 mife. The core & further divided into the outer core deer (sean In this pictura) In India.

anc the inner core. The auter core is liquid, but the inner core is solid as it is under
¥ high p . Temp: here are befieved to be over 3000°C. m




"Elements
integrated with
the text

Learning outcomes |

I By the end of this lesson, you

| -
=t=g Let's do it! — =

i v/r} Let’s make a clay tle

will be abAg to: ' Many houses in the villages of India have
¢ e’:lph'", "‘tm 2 | roofs made of clay tiles. Let us try and make
village is |
\ | SoZe
& describe a vlage | @ clay tile.
n India ‘I ; Things you will need:
& list the differpnces between H
a village and 2 city | | & Clay, a rolling pin, brown paper, a blunt
el - - -
- lastic knife, a glue stick, coloured paper or
eads for decoration (Optional)
at to do next? F‘ %
ay the brown paperona | g
able.
Od O C ake a lump of clay. Place -
de ® t on the brown paper and
atten it with a rolling
0 n [ 0 hen the clay is flat and
ven, use a knife to cut it
s binen govesniad by ! into the shape you want.
Panchayats. The word !
‘Panchayat’ means | @ Leave it at the back of
a group of five wise | vour classi
e 1 ¥ WOW 3, Pg 24
mmdmento : 0 onCQ the Clu] iiTo uy yvu ~lan yUlllL e
look after the local | piece or decorate it with beads or coloured
community. |

|  pieces of paper. Use glue to stick them on to

Pre-learning activities that
increase student participation
and encourage thinking

. . -

The picture above shows the court of Akbar, one of inda’s most
famous rulers; he ruled around 500 years ago. it shows the
emperor greeting the nobles important people) of his empire.
Study the picture and then answer the following questions,

1. How are the clothes worn by the people of that time different
from the clothes worn by us today?

2. 15 India still ruled by an emperor? What kind of government
dosas india have today?

3. Do we still greet the head of the government of our country
this way?

* i roreares WOW 7, History



Interesting

oow more ¢

information related .

Landforms are created
and changed in three

to the topic

ways. (1) water, wind

and sunlight can change

the shape of the earth's

surface. This is called ”’ A mountain range

westhering. (2) Erosion -

orﬂ'-emmer‘n;'n of = —‘ﬁoping sides and pointed tipz called peaks. In some places,

rocks, pebbles or sand many mountains appear one after the other, forming an

can also shape the interconnected chain. Such a chain of mountains is called

surface of the earth.

(3) Humans and animals a mountain range.

lmo cause changes in Mountain ranges can be young or old. Young ranges,
; like the Himalayas and the Alps, have several tall peaks

l with sharp edges. Old ranges, like the Vindhyas and the

Appalachians, are low with rounded tops.

The Himalayas, which lie in Asiq, are the highest mountain

The Nanda Devi ranges in the world. Other important mountain ranges in

National Park is in the
Himalayas in the state
of Uttarakhand in north
india. Here we find a

the world are the Rockies in North America, the Andes in

South America and the Alps in Europe.

A pass is a break or a gap in a mountain range. Passes

wide variety of plants
and animals, like the
snow leopard and the
Himalayan musk deer. it
is an important part of
our natural heritage.

\\ provide people with a path through steep mountain ranges.
N\{hu La in north India iz a famous pass connecting India
and“\hina.

Some t}‘ghlands are not as high az mountains. They are

called l#nl Hills have gentler slopes and more rounded

Facts that bring alive
India’s rich heritage

—~>

A mountain pess in the Mlps, Switzerland Rolling hills of the Nape Valley in the United States of America

Values that will help
students grow into
better human beings

in our lives.

) J@ : nt o )
The Earth’s landforms can
change due to human
activities. Any change

in the Earth’s landforms
affects all living beings.
Every time we undertake
such activities, we should
remember that we share
this planet not only with
other human beings,

but also with plants and
animals.

mountains.
Valleys often have rivers flowing through them. River
valleys are V-shaped and have rich and fertile zoils. The
earliest settlements in the world came up in river valleys.
This was because the easy availability of water and the
fertile soil made farming in the valleys easy.

The Pahalgeen VeBley in Kashmir with the river Lidar flowang through it

PLATEAUS
A plateau is a flat-topped landform that rises sharply from

the surrounding land. Most plateaus have rich reserves

The Wisterberg Plateau in

Namibia, Africa of minerals. The Deccan Plateau in southern India is a

very old plateau. The Tibetan Platequ in the Himalayas is
-

= known az The'sppf of the world'. It iz the highest plateau in
Quick check N i

the highest mountain
ranges in the world.
2. isa

pass connecting India
and China.

e, the flat
brth India.

In-text questions that

TN Wl help assess student sk
highest plateau in the so, often,
world. o cold for

understanding

densely

10



Clean water

Life skills W We need clean water to drink. Drinking dirty water
-

You should always drink can cause diseases. Boiling water for about

enough water. The minutes can make it safe for drinking. We shoul
body needs water to be

healthy. always store water in clean vessels and cover IN'¢1|ISkds¥:]s help
‘ERaeare | el students cope with
oy vt b 3 _ - i problems in daily
;:hee::uareoutfor . 4, _ life
Eat fresh fruits and

vegetables—they
contain a lot of water.

Jig .

e

[zl "

Waste from factories and houses flow
into a river, making its water dirty.

Fruits and vegetables are transported from one state to
another by road or by rail. They are taken to wholesale
Sa. markets, from where they are sold to neighbourhood (or
local) vegetable sellers. We buy our daily or weekly supply

SLET L of fruits and vegetables from these local vegetable sellers.
Thinking Skills

Questions that Why do most people buy || THE CEREALS AND PULSES WE EAT
fruits and vegetables
encourage students from their local

The major part of the Indian diet is made up of cereals
market, rather than the

wholesale market? Think

to apply what they

have |ea rnt and answer. wheat and rice are WOW 3, Ch 7, Pg_ 49 or. chana
and rajma are pulses.

ﬂnd Pl.llﬁﬂﬁ- Fﬂﬂd araine lila wsai  headea iunm corn,

Different kinds of nutritious Indian breads or rotis are



In classes 6-8,

we have...

“INFOCUS
. INTERPRETING ARCHAELOGICAL SOURCES

o
- e

Seen above are 3 pair of nchly carved earrings from

ancient India {left) and a pot made in China more than

4,000 years ago (right). By studying the materials and

crafting methods of the remains, we can learn a lot

about the social, religious and economic lives of the
people. We can also learn about how technologically

advanced they were.

. In many ancient cultures, the dead were buried vith
. objects that people believed might be needed even
in the afterlife. These places were known as burlal

| sites. The objects unearthed from burial sites are a rich

. source of information about the beliefs of that period.
. The Pudukottal regian of Tami Mad hac covaral hirig)

e \WOW 6

- burials are seen by

| and (3) cist buriaks  §
lmmiceiody History, Page 4

f
als
h

Coins (left) and s?ah\ g
(right) are valuable
sources of information
about different
aspects of life in the
past. From the pictures and writings on coin!
to know about rulers, the years of their reig
the extent of their kingdoms. From the me
for making the coins we come to know abou
economic lives of the people of that age.
of coins is known as numismatics,

Fossils are also importa
archeological sources. They are
remnants of humans, animals
or plants that have become
embedded in rocks and ice
over many centuries. They

. help us understand how living
,.1, beings evolved (changed over
: | time). This image {left) shows
"'3{ ; iatummfossi:fromarum
R e 60,000 y=ars 3go.
Monuments
are human-
made structures
of histoncal
importance.
They are usually
buift in memory
of a person
or an event.

built of, the period when they were built,
reasons why they were built, much can be

Important concepts
presented clearly

Presents events
happening in other parts
of the world at the same

time; NCERT requirement

ELSEWHERE

THE BIRTH OF BANGLADESH

From the time of independence, East and West
Pakistan shared an unequal relationship, with the
centre of power being in West Pakistan. Trouble
started soon after independence over the choice
Forts, palaces, temples, and tombsareexa | of official language, with people of East Bengal
monuments. By studying the materials the | \5nting Bengali to be given equal statues as Urdu.
The people of East Pakistan soon started demandi

about the past. The Sanchi Stupa, showna | Provindial autonomy as they felt they were being
one of the oldest monuments in India. treated as a colony by West Pakistan. In 1968, marnal =~ W=isiany, as grauuany airengthened

law was imposed and General Yahya Khan became
the president of Pakistan. He came down heavily on
the rebels in East Pakistan, where Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman and the Awami League were leading the
fight for freedom. India supported the movement.
With active help from India, East Pakistan won the
war leading to the birth of Bangladesh. Since then, the

. and Bangladesh, based on
WOWw 8 H|St°ryl 1d values of secularism and




Case studies required by
the syllabus presented in

specific sections

CASESTUDY

The Tughlaq Dynasty

Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq founded the Tughlag Dynasty.
After a brief rule of around four years, he was
succeeded by his son, Muhammad bin Tughlag (1325-
1351). He was one of the most famous rulers of the
Delhi Sultanate. Under him, the empire grew till it
covered most of the Indian subcontinent.

However, historians often refer to Muhammad bin
Tughlag as a ‘mixture of opposites’. Some thought he
was a visionary and 3 genius, while others thought

he was a lunatic. He could be generous to people he

liked, but could also be ruthless if they displeased him.

An intelligent man, Muhammad was capable of
grasping new ideas with ease. He was also a fine
military commander. However, he appears to have
lacked two important qualities needed by a successful
ruler—practical judgement and common sense. He
introduced some radical administrative and economic
reforms, which were far ahead of the time, but proved
to be disastrous.

Taxation of the Doab
The word doab refers to the land between converging

rivers, especially the rich alluvial area between the
Ganga and the Yamuna rivers. In 1326 ce, Muhammad
increased the land tax in the doab region. This tumed
out to be major mistake. The farmers were reeling
from a terrible famine in the region. Despite this, the
royal officers ruthlessly collected taxes. To escape the
harassment, the farmers had to abandon their lands
and flee. Muhammad was forced to withdraw his
orders and bring the farmers back to work on their
fands. But by then it was too late, as much of the land
had become barren.

shifting of the capital

Muhammad's idea of shifting the capital from Delhi to
Devagiri or Daulatabad in the Deccan was perhaps his
greatest mistake. The idea itself was a sound one—
Daufatabad was centrally located, and it would have
been easier to control the vast empire from there.
However, the manner in which it was implemented
caused immense hardships for the people. Not only
did he move the government, he ordered the entire
population of Delhi to move to Daulatabad. Thousands
died making the journey. The ones who made it, found
it difficult to settle down in the new city. The Mongols,

Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq built the massive
Tughlagebad Fort in Dedhi in 1321 CE. According to
legend, the construction of this fort became the
cnuse of = bitter fight between Ghiyesuddin and
the famous Sufi saint, Nizamuddin Auliya. It is said
+h=t Ghiyssuddin was <o ab d with completing

= fort that he ordered all the labourers in Delhi

work only on his fort. As a result of this order,
*k on the baok (well) that was being constructed
by Nizamuddin Auiye stopped. This angered the
saint and he cursed the cty—Ys rahey ujjer, yn
basey gujjer’, meaning ‘the place would either be
uninhabited or only the gujjars (nomads) would
live there'. Ghiyasuddin died a few years sfter this,
and Tughlagabad wos sbandoned soon after in
1327 ce. Nomedic gujjars came to occupy the fort,

thus appearing to fulfil Aufiya's carse.

\
N SOURCE WINDOW

gl Texts from primary sources

\EVIDENCE FROM THE PAST

We know about this second phase of urbanisation from a number of
sources. Archaeological sources include Ashoka's edicts, coins, pottery,
tools and implements. Let us study some of them in greater detail.

Archaeological sources

Remains of craft items created during this period tell us about life in our
ancient aties. The pottery of this time is referred to as Northern Black
Polished Pottery. This is because the clay pots had a highly polished black
surface.

Ring wells have been unearthed from the sites of many cities of ancient
India, such as at Purana Qila in Delhi. Thesewellsarebuikasasgiesof Stupa show us glimpses of life
ceramic rings placed one on top of another, used either for drawing water in the cities of andient india;
or for drainage. They are important archaeological discoveries because they  here you can see paople looking
tell us about the technological level of the times. down from the balconies of

Sculptural detalls like these
found on the gates of the Sanchi

double storied houses,

Literature

The literary sources for this period include the Jataka Tafes, Chanakya’s
Arthashastra, The Periplus of the Erythraeon Seo (or the Navigation of the
Red Sea), written by an unknown Greek sailor, and the Sangam literature from
south India.

The Tamil text of the Sangam Age Pottinappoolor has vividly described the
ancient Chola capital of Kaveripattinam (Puhar).

The town was built on the north banks of the river Kaveri. The town had two
parts—Maruvurpokkam near the sea and Pattinappakkam to its west. The
two were separated by g stretch of gardens and orchards where daily markets Blackware pottery (Sth-
wmhﬁdmwshadﬁdmm 7th Century CE) found in
in the extensive markets of Puhar there were many tall mansions surrounded Moghatmart

by platforms reached by high ladders. These mansions had many apartments and were provided vith
doorways, great and smal, and with wide hallways and corridors., In all ports of the town there were flags

{lying of various kinds and shapes.

. Puhar) shunned murder, and put oside theft, pleased the gods by
Wow 6 HIStory  @s scrupulously as their own, they took nothing more than wos
Gue t0 them and Never gave Jess than wos due from them. Trading thus in many articles of merchandise, they
enjoyed an ancient hentage of prosperity and lived in close proximity to one another.
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