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THE SOLITARY REAPER

Learning outcomes
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to

 • describe the impact of the song on the speaker. 
 • analyse how a chance encounter can result in pleasant memories. 
 • recognise the style and imagery in the poem.
 •

Suggested number of Sessions: 2

Session 1: Poem: The Solitary Reaper
Session 2: Comprehension

Summary
The speaker in the poem draws the reader’s attention to a Scottish farm-girl singing to herself while 
working in the field. He asks the reader to stop and listen or walk away quietly without disturbing her. 

The impact of her song is as welcoming as the song of the nightingale in an oasis is, to Arabian 

on the Scottish islands of Hebrides. 
He is unable to understand what she is singing about as the language appears to be foreign to him. 
The speaker imagines that she could be singing sad songs about some ancient battles or about some 

And as he walks up the hill, he carries the tune in his heart long after he can hear her no more.

Pre-reading

Students become aware that 
 •
 •
 • these kind of surroundings resonate deeply with us and inspire musical expression.

Generate a discussion on why one would feel like singing certain kinds of songs in such places.

 
communication and collaboration. 

Reading

GUIDELINES WITH QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

How does the poem begin? What senses does it evoke? (that of 

COM; COL MI/V-S

21C—COM: Communication, COL: Collaboration; MI/M: Musical; Intelligence; MI/V-S: Visual-Spatial Intelligence
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What are the expressions used to say that the girl is alone? Why does 
the speaker ask what the girl is singing?
‘O listen! For the Vale profound is overflowing with the sound.’— What does the speaker mean by this 
line? 
Let students identify the lines from the poem which tell us that these may be the possibilities of the 
reaper’s song: 

 •
 •
 •
 •

Taking it further (HOTS) 

Who is the main character in the poem? Explain why you think so.
(The solitary Reaper— the poem is all about her and her soulful song that deeply impacts the speaker in 

Teaching strategy: Concept map to help students examine the profound nature of the song from the 

 

Sense of wonder which makes him draw comparisons: (compares the song to 

The 
Reaper’s 

song

Curiosity and speculation: (unable to understand the language  

The emotion he links to the song: (is able to conclude that  

What is the central idea of the poem, The Solitary Reaper?
The central idea of the poem is how the song of a woman, working all alone in a field, greatly touches 
the speaker’s heart. 
Literary appreciation 
The poem
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Hyperbole: O listen! For the Vale profound is overflowing with the sound; Breaking the silence of the 
seas among the farthest Hebrides 
Rhetorical questions: Will no one tell me what she sings? That has been, and may be again? 

Rhyme scheme: The poem consists of four stanzas, each with eight lines. The first and the last stanza share a 
rhyme scheme— ABCBDDEE, while the second and the third stanzas share one rhyme scheme. ABABCCDD
Comparison: Comparisons to nightingales and cuckoo-birds enhance the description of the reaper’s song.
Tone: The use of the word solitary immediately sets the tone for the poem, highlighting the girl’s single 
presence and the significance of her song, leading to wonder and admiration.

Post-reading

Activity

The poster should include key quotes from the poem and a brief summary of the themes and emotions 
discussed.

 
relate to the poem.

Teacher’s Observation

What needed more explanation?

What do I need to reinforce?

QUESTION BANK WITH ANSWER KEY

The Solitary Reaper

A. Choose the correct option.
 1. What does the speaker do while listening to the Highland Lass’ song?
  a. Joins in the singing.  b.    Stands motionless and still. c.    Walks away quietly.
  Ans: b
 2. Where does the speaker listen to the Highland Lass’ song? 

 
  Ans: c

IL/Art

IL/Art:
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 3. What type of song does the Highland Lass sing?

  Ans: c
B. Read the lines and answer the questions.
 1.   “Or is it some more humble lay, 

Familiar matter of today? 
Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain, 
That has been, and may be again?”

  a.  What themes does the speaker think the Highland Lass’ song contain?
    Ans: The speaker thinks that the lass’ song could be rooted in natural sorrow, loss, and pain 

that people undergo. 
  b.  What does the speaker imply by describing the song as a “humble lay”?
    Suggested ans: By describing the song as a “humble lay,” the speaker implies that it could be 

common and relatable.
  c.  Explain the phrase “that has been, and may be again”.
   Ans:
 2.   “Will no one tell me what she sings?— 

Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow 
For old, unhappy, far-off things, 
And battles long ago:”

  a.  Why was the speaker uncertain about what the lass was singing?
    Ans:

the song and he did not seem to understand the language.
  b.  What is the contribution of the phrase “battles long ago” to the poem’s overall mood?
    Ans: The phrase, battles long ago

melancholic mood of the poem. 
  c.  How did the song affect the speaker?
    Ans: 
C.  Answer the questions.
 1.   What does the speaker notice at first about the solitary reaper and what does he urge others to do?
   Ans: The speaker notices the Highland Lass alone in a field, reaping and singing by herself. She 

and urges others to stop and listen or gently pass by, appreciating the beauty of her solitary 
presence in the field. 

 2.  How does the speaker connect the reaper’s solitude to her song?
   Ans: To the speaker, the reaper’s solitude and the song sung in isolation can resonate deeply  

and impact the world around. Her loneliness adds to the mournful strain making the speaker 

 3.  How does the solitary reaper’s song affect the speaker?
   Ans:

with him.
D.  Think and Answer
  The speaker presents the Highland Lass as both a solitary figure and one whose song fills the entire 

valley— explain.
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  Suggested ans: The poem stresses on the power of the Highland Lass’s song by contrasting her solitary 

STUDENTS’ BOOK ANSWER KEY

The Solitary Reaper

Warm Up
Free response

Reading 
A. 1.   The reaper was cutting and binding stalks of grain in the field. She was singing a melancholic yet 

melodious song to herself while working. 

by the beauty of the reaper’s song. She sings without being conscious of any audience around her. 

cuckoo whose song shatters the silence of the seas in remote areas. He feels that the reaper’s 
song is as beautiful and melodious as the songs of the nightingale and the cuckoo. 

 4.   The speaker is not sure about the theme of the reaper’s song because he is not familiar with the 

ancient battles. The song could also be about the reaper’s pain, sorrow or loss from which she 
may be suffering at present. 

calm and soothing notes and was deeply affected by its tune and melody.
 5.  b.   The tune and music of the song stayed with him long after he had left the field. The speaker says 

B.  1.   The word ‘melancholy’ suggests that the solitary reaper may either be singing about long-

experiencing some anguish or distress which she expressed through her song thus haunting 

melancholy.
 2.   The speaker did not want to disturb the solitary reaper thinking that she would stop singing or 

that possibly made her express her thoughts aloud in the form of her melancholy song. 
C.  Answers vary. Sample answers—
 1.   

 3.   The speaker mounting up the hill in the Scottish highlands as he keeps thinking about the song 

Going Further
Free Response 
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1AFL: Assessment for Learning

DEVELOPMENT OF THE LESSON PLAN

SINGING BY THE RIVER 

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

 •
 •
 •
 •
 • .
 •
 •

Suggested number of sessions: 6 

Session 1:  The famous…I will, Bishnu 
Session 2:  On the long walk…to meet Tansen.
Session 3:
Session 4:
Session 5:
Session 6:

Pre-reading

Warm up

 • Stringed Instruments:

 • Percussion Instruments:
 • Wind Instruments:

Reading

Students read to comprehend, analyse, scan and compare 

GUIDELINES WITH QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Teaching strategy: Flipped classroom
Note

AFL
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Instruct students to read the text till “I think I will, Bishnu.” a day prior to attending the class.
Class discussion 

 • How is Bishnu introduced in the story? 

 •
 • “All the songs?” “Why not? You didn’t you like the tunes?” 

What do we learn about Bishnu from this paragraph?

Why do you think the man is watching keenly? 

Why did the man’s eyes widen? What does this tell us about the man? 

What do you think Bishnu means by ‘off key’?

Can you guess how a singer can go off-key? Work with your partner and 
demonstrate in class.

Free response

Taking it further (HOTS)

When and why does the man show surprise? 

The man’s eyes widened as he nodded. 

Again the man gave a startled glance at Bishnu’s young face.

“Dhobi ghat?!” 
the dhobi ghat

CT; COM; COL

MI

CT: 21st C skill—Critical thinking, COM: Collaboration, COL: Collaboration;  
MI: Multiple intelligence–Visual-Spatial Intelligence
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Why do you think the man is surprised to hear that he can find
Bishnu at the dhobi ghat?

dhobi ghat 

dhobi ghat  

Instruct students to read the remaining text at home a day prior to attending the class.

Taking it further (HOTS)

Where else does the man show surprise? Why is he surprised even after having noted that Bishnu had a 
keen ear for music? 
(You’ve learnt the tunes just by listening?” the man’s eyes widened in surprise—

: Why did Tansen visit Bishnu? Was he already planning to teach him? 

Bish u has a special talent. He can 

Teaching strategy: Question and answer session by groups.
Group-work

 •  • Bishnu  •  •

Why could Bishnu manage to get a seat only midway down the tent? 

CT; COM

COM;COL; CT

CT: 21st C skill—Critical thinking, COM: Collaboration, COL: Collaboration
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Post-reading

Discussion:

 

Sunny is my friend. 
He works in City library. 
He is a librarian.

who
(My friend Sunny, who works in City Library, is a librarian.

 • How many parts / clauses does this sentence contain?
 • two 
 • Which is the main clause? 
 •
 • What does the other clause describe? 
 •
 •
 • who

 • the words who, whom, which, where, that, whose 

 •
who, whom, whose, which, that

these words are called 

The book that I bought yesterday was interesting.

 •
sentence? Explain Which book?

 • Can the clause be deleted without interfering with the meaning? 

 •
 •

Shaila, who has come from Goa, is my friend. 

 •
sentence? (No.

AOL; CT; COM; COL

AOL: Assessment of Learning; CT: Critical Thinking; COM: communication; COL: Collaboration
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 • Can the clause be deleted without interfering with the meaning? (Yes.
 •  (Yes.

 •
 •
 •
 •

Pair-work

The Taj Mahal, which is in Agra, is made of marble. 
The man, who is wearing a black hat, is my uncle.

VOCABULARY Strong and weak forms

Write the following words on the board: 

 • good
 • bright
 •
 • tasty

 •
 • dazzling
 •
 • delicious

Do the words mean almost the same? 
Then, how are they different? 

 • Weak Synonyms
 • Strong Synonyms

sad

Group work
 •
 •
 •

The food was good. / He was sad when he missed the bus. / The puppy looked hungry
 •
 •

AAS; COM; COL

21C—COM: Communication; COL: Collaboration; AAS: Assessment as Learning
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WRITING Biography

What is a biography?

What is the purpose of a biography?

What are the key elements of a biographical sketch? 

Rabindranath Tagore, a towering figure in Indian literature, art, and philosophy, was born on May 7, 
1861, in Calcutta, India. 
He was the youngest of thirteen children born to Debendranath Tagore and Sarada Devi. Tagore’s 
early education was unconventional. He was taught at home by tutors and imbibed a diverse array of 
subjects, ranging from literature and music to drawing and painting.
Tagore’s literary journey began at an early age. By sixteen, he had published his first substantial 
poems and became a prolific writer, composing novels, short stories, plays, and essays. Some of his 
most acclaimed works include the poetry collection “Gitanjali,” for which he was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1913, making him the first non-European to receive this honour.

  Tagore was also an accomplished painter and composer. He wrote the national anthem for 
India.Tagore founded Visva-Bharati University at Santiniketan, which aimed to blend the best 
of Eastern and Western educational traditions. His educational philosophy emphasized holistic 
learning. 
Tagore was also a vocal critic of British colonial rule in India. While he initially supported British 
governance, he became disillusioned with its exploitative nature, especially after the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre in 1919. In protest, he renounced his knighthood, which had been conferred upon him 
by the British Crown in 1915. 
Throughout his life, Tagore traveled extensively, spreading his ideas and fostering cultural exchange 
between India and the world. 

  Rabindranath Tagore passed away on August 7, 1941, but he remains a prominent figure in Indian 
culture, celebrated for his contributions to literature, music, education, and social reform. His vision 
of a world united by creativity, learning, and mutual respect continues to inspire generations.
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QUESTION BANK WITH ANSWER KEY

A.  Choose the correct option.
  Why did Bishnu struggle to explain his feelings about one of Badlu Khan’s songs?

  Ans: b.
Where did Bishnu invite the man to hear him sing?

  Ans: c. 
Where did Tansen invite Bishnu to come for music training?

  Ans: c. 
B.  Read the lines and answer the questions.

“I want to hear you sing.”

   Ans:

“Wasn’t that great Bhaiya?”

   Ans:
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C.  Answer the following questions.
What was Bishnu’s family’s reaction to the stranger’s offer?

   Ans:

 
How did Bishnu demonstrate his musical abilities to the stranger and how was he rewarded?

   Ans:

What did Bishnu notice during Badlu Khan’s performance? How did he react to the music? 
   Ans: 

D.  Think and Answer. 
 Why does Bishnu think that Tansen must be mad to come all the way to hear him sing?
  Ans:

angrakha, good leather nagra 

STUDENTS’ BOOK ANSWER KEY

Warm Up
stringed instrument:
percussion instrument:
wind instrument:

Think Pair Share
Answers may vary. Sample answer—

Reading
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 Raga Malhar

dhobi ghat

 

 

Answers vary. Sample answers—
Raga Malhar  

Raga Malhar
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Grammar
  

whic

t

 gangsters

who 

wh

wh

Vocabulary 

Listening Text
Study this table. Then listen to an extract about a few popular genres of music. As you listen, tick the 
correct genres in the table. 
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Listening Answer Key 

Dictionary Work

Writing 
Free response 

Think Pair Share 
Sample answer—
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE LESSON PLAN

THE NOTES OF THE NADASWARAM

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •
 •

Suggested number of sessions: 7

Session 1: The Nadaswaram…ever complete
Session 2:
Session 3:
Session 4:
Session 5:
Session 6:
Session 7:

Pre-reading

Warm up

 •
 •
 •

Reading

GUIDELINES WITH QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Students read to comprehend, analyse, evaluate and categorise

The Nadaswaram, also known…make any profit.

AFL; COM; COL;IL/IK

21st C skill —CT: Critical thinking, COM: Collaboration, COL: Collaboration; AFL: Assessment for Learning;  
IL/IK: Integrated Learning: India Knowledge
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221st C skill —CT: Critical thinking, COM: Collaboration

 •

 • ‘by hand’
 • why
 • mangala vaadhiyam
 •

Why do you think the makers of the instrument continue their trade  
in spite of getting no recognition? 

Whose contribution to this skill, may have been more fruitful? 

What do you understand by the words— • craft   • vocation, from  
the paragraph? 

Sakthivel Achari, Selvaraj’s uncle….contribution to music.

Taking it further (HOTS)

Teaching strategy: Family tree with details

Pair-work

CT; COM

CT; COM
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The Nadaswaram makers— a brief history

 
Learnt the craft 

***

Ranganathan achari
Made changes to the original instrument 
with all 7 swaras  

also a well-known nadaswaram maker

4th Gen. nadaswaram maker
has made nadaswarams since he was 15 
yrs old

Joined the family occupation has modernised the process

The acknowledgement of TN Rajarathinam Pillai’s is as precious as an 
award to Selvaraj’s family 

come around

Taking it further (HOTS)

Why do you think Satish was persuaded by his uncles and aunts to join the family occupation?

Why do you think Satish wants to continue his tourism and farming 
businesses? Is he not confident about his abilities as a nadaswaram maker 
or is there anything else? 

Post reading: Taking it further (HOTS)

The instrument evolved with time. What are the factors that make this happen? 

CT

CT; COM; COL

21st C skill —CT: Critical thinking, COM: Collaboration, COL: Collaboration
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GRAMMAR Adverbs

Recap adverbs 
What is an adverb?

neatly outside
evening rarely

Activity 
Group-work

What is a prefix?

un: 
dis:
mis:
super:
trans:

Activity 
Group-work
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The architect conducted a thorough research to uncover the prehistoric dwelling buried 
underground. In spite of some strange and unusual occurrences, she was able to discover the exact 
location of the ruins. Her findings helped to rewrite the history of the region. 

WRITING Review 

What is the purpose of a book review? 

 • inform

 • describe

 • analyse
the story

 • evaluate

Activity
Pair-work

: https://teachers.orientblackswandigital.com/

’ by  

 

 and revolves around

 through the 

eyes of 
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Teacher’s Observation

QUESTION BANK WITH ANSWER KEY

Notes of the Nadaswaram

Satish joined the family occupation because 
 a  

 
 

 Ans: b
Why is aged wood preferred in the making of nadaswarams?  

   
 

 
  Ans: b

What traditional event is the nadaswaram most commonly associated with?

  

 1.  I’m told the GI is like a trademark, but I am not sure how it will benefit us. 
  Who says the above line? 
  What does ‘GI’ refer to here? 
  What are the benefits of a GI tag? 

   Ans:  
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He fetches iron files—some over two feet long and deftly mounts a cylindrical block of wood on 
the pattarai or a wooden lathe.

   Ans:  
 

   Ans:

Why do the makers of the instrument continue their trade in spite of getting no recognition?
   Ans:

What would modern technologies on the traditional craft of nadaswaram-making bring about a 
change? How would artisans view this change?

   

  How does the government’s lack of recognition for nadaswaram makers impact the future of this 
traditional craft?

  Suggested answer: 
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STUDENTS’ BOOK ANSWER KEY

Notes of the Nadaswaram

Warm Up
Sample answer

Think Pair Share 
Sample answers—

 •
 •
 • I 

Reading
  

swaras 

  

swaras 
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swaras

  
    Sample answer

Grammar

Vocabulary
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Speaking 

Points that may be discussed

Team A (For the topic)

Team B (Against the topic)

Spelling

Writing 
Answers vary. Sample answer—

Peril at End House by Agatha Christie 

Peril at End House 
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