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Stories on the Borders 

Borders are usually seen as lines of separation. These define others 

and divide geographical spaces into regions and nations. But do 

borders and borderlands, while simultaneously serving as gateways for 

trade and commerce, also function as rigid institutions that restrict 

people's freedom of movement? 'Some borders can be seen, while 

others are experienced'. 

The book 'Negotiating Borders and Borderlands' 

makes clear that these in-between borderlands 

have their own stories to tell. This book seeks to 

move beyond a nation-centric view and portray 

borders from the perspective of those living in 

border areas. 

The authors point out that the effects of partition 

following colonial-era demarcations are still felt 

today along the borders of Bangladesh, China, Myanmar and Pakistan. 

The book deals with topics such as displacement, citizenship, 

territoriality and sense of identity, and problems arising out of such 

border demarcations. 

How do contested political borders and cross-border military 

operations affect people's daily lives? The book also studies the 

critical role of invisible boundaries created between the mainstream 

and minority communities through various sociocultural practices. 

Negotiating Borders and Borderlands 
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