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This book takes a close 
look at the Malayalam 
cinema industry, from 

its origins—including the story of how the negatives of 
Vigathakumaran, the first-ever Malayalam film, were 
cut up and burnt by the filmmaker’s young children—to 
studio rivalry, the formation of film societies in the 1960s, 
the rise of independent cinema, the Women in Cinema 
Collective’s work and more.

rupa books, S495, 320 pages

An anthology of writings—
including commentary, 
letters, statements and

journal entries—on and by Umar Khalid that highlights 
the defining moments in his journey since he was impris-
oned. The journalists, scholars, lawyers, human-rights 
activists, prisoners under UAPA, and various other con-
tributors to the volume revisit critical questions around 
democracy, authoritarianism and contemporary politics.

three essays collective, S750, 338 pages

by Shankar Guha Niyogi, which represented mineworkers, 
factory workers and agricultural workers in the late 1970s. 
It uses this instance of the deep engagement between 
labour and ecological change, to challenge depictions of 
industrial workers, in environmental and technological 
discourse, as being unconcerned with envi-ronmental 
questions or passive recipients of technology. 

orient blackswan, S945, 268 pages

THE BOOKSHELF

TICKET TO KERALA
THE STORY OF 
MALAYALAM 
CINEMA

SR Praveen

UMAR KHALID
AND HIS WORLD
AN ANTHOLOGY

Edited by Anirban 
Bhattacharya, 
Banojyotsna Lahiri 
and Shuddhabrata 
Sengupta

SHANKAR GUHA 
NIYOGI
A POLITICS IN RED AND 
GREEN

Radhika Krishnan

This book revisits the history 
of the Chhattisgarh Mukti 
Morcha, founded 

This volume of 17 essays 
revisits how COVID-19 un-
furled in India, from media 

coverage to government responses. It examines how the 
economy, the rule of law, the migrants’ crisis, NREGA, 
communalism, domestic violence, sports, the arts, mis-
information, and the mental health of individuals were 
affected by the pandemic.

orient blackswan, S1,890, 248 pages

DOCUMENTING 
LOST TIME
REPORTS FROM A 
RECENT PANDEMIC

Edited by Nalini Rajan

The Caravan (Monthly), New Delhi, May 2026


